
  2010-2011 Annual ReportPenn Robotics* 

Young Authors Conference with Illustrator Vince Dominello Grissom Environmental Plunge at Green Tech

P-H-M Education Foundation

Silver Mile 5K Run for Education*

*Photos by bdavisphoto.net



As we close the books on another year, it is time to 
reflect on how the P-H-M Education Foundation 
(PHMEF) has impacted P-H-M students by fulfilling 
our mission to support excellence in education in our 
schools. For those of you who have supported PHMEF 
over the years, I hope you will take great pride in 
seeing the works accomplished with your financial 
support. For those of you considering getting involved, 

I hope you will find a spark within these pages to inspire you to support 
our students’ educational opportunities.

It has been exciting to witness the awareness and support of PHMEF  
that has been building over the past 15 years. In the 2010-11 school  
year alone, community support of the Silver Mile Health & Fitness  
Fair, along with the 5K Run for Education, Corporations for  
Education, Thank-a-Teacher program, purchase of Committed to  
Education license plates, Superintendent’s Luncheon, Entrance to 
Excellence Brick purchases and the creation of scholarship funds, has 
provided us with the financial resources to award more than $108,400  
for educational opportunities that would otherwise not be possible. 
Cumulatively, since PHMEF began in 1996, the total given to support 
educational initiatives for our students is nearly $381,000. 

The educational opportunities funded benefit all grade levels. For 
example, to encourage reading and writing at an early age, the Young 
Author’s Conference provided approximately 250 elementary students 
the opportunity to meet a children’s book author and an illustrator. 

Because we realize that much learning occurs outside the four walls  
of the classroom, we supported middle school “educational plunges”  
to provide students the opportunity to tie their social services,  
environmental issues, and government curriculum with hands-on  
experiences in the community. 

At the high school level, Challenge Day empowered Penn students  
to take a stand to stop violence, abuse, alienation and isolation that  
profoundly affect students and their ability to concentrate on learning. 

Looking forward, PHMEF is poised to continue to encourage  
community-supported excellence in education, while working hand in 
hand with P-H-M administration to determine – and fund – the best 
educational opportunities to meet the needs of 21st century students, 
employers, our community and the world.  

I would like to thank my fellow board members who willingly volunteer 
their time, energy, money, and expertise to further the mission of PHMEF.

Finally, on behalf of the PHMEF board members and the P-H-M  
students who have benefited, or will benefit, from your support, we say 
“thank you.” Our mission simply cannot be accomplished without you. 
 

Jeffery A. Johnson, Esq., President
P-H-M Education Foundation

A Message from the 2010-2011 President

Jeffery A. Johnson, 
Esq.
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Supporting Excellence in Education
Disbursement to the P-H-M School Corporation and its Students

Since 1996-97

Year

Classroom, 
Collaborative, Corp.-
Wide, and Robotics 
Grants

Howard and 
Ruth Hensler 
Scholarships

Academic 
Scholarships

Teacher-of-
the-Year 
Grants

Silver Mile 
Grants

Corp. for 
Education

Dr. & Mrs. Jerry 
Thacker 
Scholarships

Larry Beehler 
Scholarships

John and Bert 
Anderson 
Scholarships

Total Yearly 
Foundation 
Disbursements

1996-97 $2,462 $2,462

1997-98 $3,562 $1,000 $4,562

1998-99 $2,135 $2,000 $4,135

1999-00 $4,254 $2,000 $6,254
2000-01 $4,883 $5,000 $1,000 $500 $11,383

2001-02 $3,400 $5,000 $1,000 $500 $9,900

2002-03 $5,762 $6,000 $1,000 $500 $13,262

2003-04 $7,423 $4,000 $1,000 $500 $12,923

2004-05 $5,673 $3,500 $1,000 $500 $10,673

2005-06 $8,055 $3,000 $1,000 $500 $3,000 $15,555

2006-07 $14,861 $2,500 $1,000 $500 $7,500 $2,000 $1,000 $29,361

2007-08 $23,672 $3,500 $1,000 $1,000 $9,286 $2,700 $1,000 $42,158

2008-09 $19,960 $3,500 $1,000 $1,000 $6,819 $17,279 $1,000 $50,558

2009-10 $27,825 $3,500 $1,000 $1,000 $7,338 $17,557 $1,000 $59,220

2010-11 $19,659 $4,000 $1,000 $1,000 $7,986 $71,776 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $108,421

TOTALS $153,586 $48,500 $11,000 $7,500 $41,929 $111,312 $5,000 $1,000 $1,000 $380,827

Disbursement Chart

Endowment info: Opened acct. Jan. 2007 with $14,500 - Current balance $95,433 with additional $122,000 pledged (REV. 6-29-11)

P-H-M Education Foundation's Disbursement Record to the 
P-H-M School Corporation and its Students Since 1996-97
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Classroom Enrichment

Kendra Laidig 1st Place Safety Poster Contest  iPad’s Visual Experience Helps  
Hearing Impaired Ian Williams

“Through use of the iPad, all students 
increased their efficiency of time, 
improved their academic skills in 
areas where they were weak, were 
motivated to complete work, had 
access to resources/materials and 

study aids, and decreased the amount 
of worksheets and paper being used.”  
Angela Allen, Bittersweet Elementary 

School Teacher

Excellence in Education Grants
Fall and Spring 2010-11  Total $19,658.88

Fall 2010 Grants -$8,270.53
n WGMS Studio Production 

Grissom Middle School — Grades 6-8
Eric Larson, Teacher

n WittFitt and Sit 
Horizon Elementary School — Grades 2 and 3
Julie Adams, Teacher

n Interschool Nature Center Revitalization 
Bittersweet Elementary and Penn High School — Grades K-12  
Kim Walker, Bittersweet Teacher, Kimbell Reitz, Penn Teacher

n Safe Schools Poster
    Contest 

All P-H-M Elementary 
Schools — Grades K-5  
Mike Seger, Director 
of Safety and Student 
Services

n Meadow’s Edge Reading Hawks
Meadow’s Edge Elementary School — Grades K-5 
Kathie Satkoski, Reading Specialist/Coach

n iLearn More with iPad 
All Schools’ Deaf and 
Hard-of-Hearing Students 
(D/HH) —  Grade K-12
Angela Allen, Deaf and 
Hard-of-Hearing Teacher

n Eliot Rosewater Award
    Books

Penn High School  — 
Grades 9-12
Mary Kizer, Media  
Specialist

n Energetic Eagles 
Elm Road Elementary School  
and Community — Grades 4-5  
Deb Parisi, Physical  
Education Teacher
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 iPad’s Visual Experience Helps  
Hearing Impaired Ian Williams
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n PUMAS Club (People
    United in Music and Song)
    Prairie Vista Elementary 
    School — Grades 4-5 
    Amy Gallo, Music Teacher

Spring 2011 Grants - 
$11,388.35
n Integrating Children’s Books 
    and Literacy into the Physical

Education Curriculum 
Walt Disney School —  Grades K- 5 
Stephen Govorko, Teacher

n Memories That Heal 
Moran Elementary School —  Grades 3, 4 and 5 
Rebecca Smith, Music Teacher
Megan Harvey, Youth Service Bureau Counselor

n Writer in Residence “Winter Writing Camp”
Horizon Elementary School — Grade 5 
Mindy Shenk, Teacher

n Classroom Audio System 
Northpoint Elementary School — Grade 2 
Donna Zorn, Teacher

n Nutty for New Non-Fiction 
Madison Elementary School — Grades K-5 
Patricia Heidkamp, Media Aide

n Document Camera and Projector Bundle
Elsie Rogers Elementary School — Grades K-5 
Dorene Pond, Teacher, Dan Osler, Teacher

Bob Thompson, Principal

n Eighth Grade Choir Musicals and SMS School Musical 
Schmucker Middle School — Grades 6, 7, and 8  
Donna Hipsher, Choir Teacher

n eG.R.O.W. (Grissom Reads Outstanding Works) 
Grissom Middle School  — Grades 6, 7, and 8  
Karen Willoughby, Media Specialist

PUMAS Club

Classroom Enrichment



In 2007, the law firm of May 
Oberfell Lorber wanted to  
help make a difference in the  
educational opportunities available 
to students at Walt Disney  
Elementary School ─ its neighbor 

to the east.  Through a generous corporate donation, a 
summer reading program was established.  Soon other 
businesses wanted to be a part of supporting public  
education which developed into Corporations for  
Education (CFE).  

There are three levels of financial participation in CFE.  
Corporate Partners pledge $25,000 payable over five 
years at $5,000 per year.  Corporate Team Leaders pledge 
$15,000 payable over five years at $3,000 per year. And, 
Corporation Team Members pledge $5,000 payable over 
five years at $1,000 per year.

Call 254-2893 or visit phmef.org for information on  
CFE and how your firm can make a difference too!

Classroom Enrichment

CFE funded programs include:

Artists as Writers and I’ve Been 
Charmed
Walt Disney Elementary School
Kathy Greve, Shelli Treely, Vivian 
Haney, Renee Johanson, Teachers

Challenge Day
Penn High School
Nancy Nimtz, Assistant  
Superintendent for Instruction

China Cultural Exchange
Discovery, Schmucker and  
Grissom Middle Schools
Sheryll Harper, Principal and  
Lavon Null, Nancy Nash,  
Suzanne Jones, Teachers

Community Education Plunges
Schmucker Middle School  
(8th grade)
Alberta Barnes, Teacher

6

China Cultural Exchange

Corporations for Education - Making a Difference 



Community  
Education Plunges
(see photo on cover)
Grissom Middle School 
(6th, 7th and 8th 
grades) 

Angie Hubler, Wendy Schuster, Kristyn 
George, Gail Tschida

Fit Feastival - 2011-2012
All P-H-M Elementary Schools
Heather Short, Director of Prof. Dev.  
and Student Learning

Freshmen Mentor Training
Penn High School
Marni Cronk and Maddi Watkins, Counselors

Girls’ Leadership Program
Grissom Middle School
Laura McGann, Youth Service Bureau Counselor

Kingsmen Art Gallery
Penn High School
Barb Miller, Art Teacher and Gallery Curator 

LEGO League - 2011-2012
Northpoint Elementary and  
Discovery Middle School
Carolyn Palonis, FLL Team Coordinator

Middle School Instrument Restoration 
Project
Discovery, Schmucker and  
Grissom Middle Schools
Chris Paulson, Jeff Carnall, Murray Weaver, 
Music Teachers

Robotics Program and Seminars
(see photo on cover)
Penn High School
Jim Langfeldt, Teacher

Young Author’s Conference
(see photo on cover)
All P-H-M Elementary Schools
Christina Campbell, Elementary Curriculum 
Coach

You’ve Got Mail
Elm Road, Elsie Rogers,  
Meadow’s Edge, Moran and Walt Disney 
Elementary Schools
Joy Johnson, Sheila Lehman, Stephanie Lein, 
Kathie Satkoski, Vivian Haney, Shelley  
Lebiedzinski, Alison Noakes, Shelli Treely, 
Teachers

Funding total: $71,776

Anne Jones’ Portrait Seminar at Penn

Classroom Enrichment

Girls’ Leadership Program
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Recognizing Special People
State of the School Corporation Address  
and Recognitions
After three years of presenting a Superintendent’s breakfast, this year 
PHMEF held the first annual Superintendent’s luncheon, enabling 
more people to attend on October 5, 2010. Dr. Jerry Thacker had the  
opportunity to give his State of the School Corporation address  
sharing the accomplishments of the previous school year and his  
vision for the 2010-11 school year.   The luncheon was made possible 
through the generous sponsorship of Teachers Credit Union.  

Dr. Thacker listed his major goals as 1) maintain safe schools, 2) 
advance academic achievement, 3) sustain a high level of parent and 
community involvement, 4) provide relevant, focused professional 
development, 5) value and celebrate diversity, and 6) provide  
exemplary customer service and positive public relations.  The  
challenge of declining enrollment is being addressed through the 
acceptance of 156 non-resident students who were new to P-H-M.  
Other challenges include decreased state funding for 2010 and flat line 
funding for 2011 which equaled an approximate $1.9 million deficit.
Following are just some of the P-H-M School Corporation’s 
successes:

n Five 4-Star Schools

n One Indiana Blue Ribbon School – Northpoint

n One National Blue Ribbon School – Northpoint

n #1 Ranked Elementary School in Indiana – Northpoint

n Indiana Chamber of Commerce Best Buy – Penn High

n School identified by U.S. News & World Report as one of the finest
    high schools in the U.S. – Penn (Bronze Award)

n Post-Secondary Education – Over 80% of graduates

n SAT Scores – Top 5%

n AP (Advanced Placement) Exams – Top 5%
Continued on page 9Dr. Jerry Thacker
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Recognizing Special People
Over 150 business leaders, educators,  
P-H-M parents, and other community  
members attended the luncheon that included 
special recognitions.  The luncheon was an 
ideal opportunity to publicly  recognize 
businessman and former PHMEF board 
president, John R. Farron, as the Cornerstone 
Award recipient and Stacy McCormack,  
Penn High Physics Teacher and Chemistry/ 
Physics coach, as the P-H-M Teacher of the 
Year. 

In addition, 32 recipients of PHMEF grants 
were recognized for their innovative  
programs or projects to enhance educational 
opportunities for students.

Don’t miss the next Superintendent’s  
luncheon taking place October 11, 2011, from 
12 to 1:30 p.m., at Windsor Park Conference 
Center in Mishawaka. For information or  
to register, visit phmef.org or contact  
Amy Chrise at 259-7941, ext. 9721.

Back row from left: Jeff Johnson (PHMEF President), Jim Langfeldt, Suzanne Jones, Alberta Barnes, Stephanie Lein, 
Steve Hope (Penn Principal), Tammy Matz (Grissom Principal), Jim Regelean, Kathy Burnette, Paul Montbriand, and 
Pam Hollenberg. Front row from left: Shelli Treely, Vivian Haney, Shelley Lebiedzinski, Sheila Lehman, Mary Keller, 
Laura McGann, Christy Campbell, Wendy Schuster, Christ Stephan (Northpoint Principal), Angie Hubler, and  
Dr. Jerry Thacker 
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Recognizing Special People
Cornerstone Award 2010

The Cornerstone Award was established 
in 2007 to recognize individuals who have 
made a substantial contribution of time,  
talent, and resources to advance the  
Foundation’s mission to support excellence 
in education in P-H-M Schools.
 
John R. Farron served as President of the 
P-H-M Educational Foundation (PHMEF) 
from 2002 through 2005 and again from 
2006 to 2007. He served as Treasurer for 
many years, as well as on the Executive, 

         Finance and Nominating Committees. Even
     though John is no longer a member of the 
board, he continues to chair the Endowment Committee.  
 
As a supporter of the arts, John was instrumental in securing a Jean 
and Juliene Levy Foundation for the Arts grant for the Kingsmen Art 
Gallery at Penn High School. He worked tirelessly to raise funds for 
the soccer field lighting at Penn High School. John continues to be 

a strong advocate of P-H-M extracurricular activities. John is truly a 
leader both on and off the field.  
 
In addition to his PHMEF duties, John is a leader in the community. 
He currently serves on the board of the following organizations:   
Jean & Julien Levy Foundation for the Arts, Life Treatment Center, 
and Project Future. John has also served on the Alcohol & Addiction  
Resource Center board for eight years and the Community  
Coalition for School Boards. He is actively involved in Grace United 
Methodist Church where he has served as the Finance Committee 
Chairman. Also, in his spare time, John coached soccer for the  
Michiana Soccer Association.  
 
The continued growth and success of the Foundation during the four 
years of John’s presidency is a testimony to his excellent leadership.  
His infectious “can do” attitude helped to recruit outstanding board 
members and volunteers for various events.  John is truly a  
CORNERSTONE in the Foundation’s success that has benefited  
thousands of students in P-H-M. Thank you, John!
 

John R. Farron
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Recognizing Special People
P-H-M 2011 Teacher of the Year

Debbie DeLaurelle decided to become a  
teacher, a decision she has never regretted. Now 
she has been named the 2011 P-H-M Teacher  
of the Year. Debbie teaches 
third grade at Northpoint  
Elementary School where  
she is known for her dedication 
to student achievement,  

commitment to lifelong learning and building  
relationships with students and families. As noted 
in the nomination form, “Debbie not only goes the 
extra mile, she runs the marathon.”

 “I see my role as a guide and mentor who helps 
students reach their highest potential,” said  
Debbie DeLaurelle who started her teaching career 
at Elsie Rogers Elementary School in 1992. “To be 
an effective teacher, I also believe that I must continually be learning 
and growing in my knowledge and understanding of current  
educational theories and strategies.”

Throughout her teaching career, Debbie has not only excelled at her 
work in the classroom but has also been involved in a variety of  

 
 
school activities to support student learning. At Northpoint she serves 
as the high ability coordinator, science coordinator, Young Author’s 
Conference Committee member and sponsor of WSTAR, the school 

news program. She also tutors struggling 
students three times a week.

“Debbie DeLaurelle is an exemplary teacher 
who knows how to build a strong academic 
foundation for students that serves them 
well for the rest of their lives,” said Dr. 
Jerry Thacker, superintendent. “She is a blue 
ribbon teacher in a National Blue Ribbon 
school and we are delighted to be able to 
recognize her contributions to our  
community.”

The Foundation recognized Debbie with  
a $1,000 check to Northpoint Elementary School for use in her  
classroom. She was also presented with an engraved clock in the 
shape of a book as well as an inscribed brick with her name and 
teacher of the year 2011.  The brick was placed in the Entrance to 
Excellence in front of Door D at Penn High School.  
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Scholarships Administered
Academic Scholarship Fund
Since the 2000-2001 school year, an anonymous donor has  
generously provided 20 outstanding academic competition students 
with a $500 academic scholarship. This year’s scholarship recipients 
and the schools they will attend are:
n Florence Chen			 
    Harvard University
n Francis Chen		
    Massachusetts Institute  
    of Technology (MIT)

John and Bert Anderson Scholarship Fund
Bertha (Bert) Anderson, retired teacher of 25 years from the Penn 
Business Department, her husband John, and grown children David, 
Kathy and Eric established the Above-Average Student Scholarship 
in 2005. Penn students with a 3.0 to 3.25 grade point average at the 
end of the 7th semester are eligible to enter a drawing for the $1,000 
scholarship renewable for a total of 4 years. The following individual 
was awarded a $1,000 scholarship:
n Sarah Dikos			 
    Indiana State University  
    (Terre Haute)

Larry Beehler Scholarship Fund
This scholarship fund began in 2009 with an initial contribution from 
P-H-M School Board Trustee Larry Beehler. While attending an 
Indiana School Board Association convention, Larry won the $1,000 
scholarship from sponsor RL Turner Construction of Zionsville,  
Indiana. With an additional contribution from fellow Trustee Gary Fox, 
the following individual was awarded this year’s $1,000 scholarship: 
n Abby Ritter
    IUPUI (in Indianapolis)

  

Howard and Ruth Hensler Scholarship Fund
This scholarship was established by Ruth E. Hensler, in 1998,  with 
gifted securities. Her husband Howard died in 1990. Howard and Ruth 
valued their educations and enjoyed learning throughout their lives. 
Ruth passed away in 2005. Howard and Ruth’s family of three children, 
nine grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren are pleased that this fund 
will continue to provide scholarships for years to come. The following 
individuals were awarded a $500 four-year renewable scholarship:
n Nathan Laidig	
    Purdue University		
n Matt Minix	  
    Purdue University

Florence 
Chen

Francis  
Chen

Sarah Dikos

Abby Ritter
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Nathan 
Laidig

Matt Minix Christopher 
A. Sobecki

Howard and Ruth Hensler Scholarship Fund
continued
n Christopher A. Sobecki	  
    Indiana University

The following received a $500 renewal of their original scholarship.
n Kelsey Freeman	
    Purdue University
n Tyler Leamon	
    Purdue University					   
n Hunter Reese	
    Purdue University
n Bill Warner	
    Eastern Kentucky  
    University
n Erin Yeoman
    Ball State University	  

Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Thacker Scholarship Fund
With the knowledge of the importance that education  plays in the 
lives of individuals and communities, Superintendent Dr. Jerry  
Thacker and his wife, Donna, established an annual $1,000  
scholarship fund in 2006-2007 to be given to one academically 
outstanding student. This year’s recipient and the school she will  
attend is: 
n Jordan Beehler		                                        
    Oklahoma State University

Bill 
Warner

Tyler Leamon

Erin Yeoman

Kelsey 
Freeman

Hunter Reese

Jordan  
 Beehler

Scholarships Administered
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Have you heard about Running is Elementary (RIE)?  The brainchild 
of Horizon Physical Education Teacher and 2009 P-H-M Teacher of the 
Year Cindy Batalis, RIE was created to engage fourth and fifth grade 
students in all 11 P-H-M elementary schools in a month long after 
school running club culminating in a race in May.  

In its third year, the running 
club continues to grow with 
581 students participating this 
year, representing over one 
third of the fourth and fifth 
graders in the school system.  

In an effort to instill lifelong 
physical fitness in students, 
PHMEF and Memorial  
Children’s Hospital created  
the Triple Play Partnership.   
In the Triple Play Partnership, 
students participated at their 
school level in the running club 
and Running is Elementary 
race, the Silver Mile 5K and 
finally go on to participate in 
the Sunburst Run held at  
Notre Dame. “Without this  
partnership and financial  

funding from Memorial Children’s Hospital, this event would not have 
been possible,” Batalis said.

Those completing all three events received a duffle bag for their  
commitment to fitness.  Congratulations to Triple Play participants 
Trevor Briggs, Nicholas Farrough, Daniel Furry, Claire Hahaj, Zach 
Hales, Luke Jerzak, Jason Kempe, Noah Krathwohl, Kendra Laidig, 
Anna Lang, Mallory Lehmann, Page Marchand, China Milon, Eric 
Reiser, Mikaela Ritzler, Sam Schlimpert, Colton Shail, Trevor  
Sierzputowski, and Ricky Smith!

RIE: Promoting Physical Fitness

Matt Krathwohl, Memorial Health 
System; Char Speicher, PHMEF; Cindy 
Batalis, Horizon Elementary; Amy  
Chrise, PHMEF
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2009 P-H-M Teacher of the Year



2011 Silver Mile Success
Silver Mile Health & Fitness Fair  
and 5K – 1Mile Run for Education

Thank you to the more than 
2,600 people who enjoyed  
a beautiful spring morning  
attending the 6th annual Silver 
Mile Health & Fitness Fair  
presented by Saint Joseph 
Regional Medical Center on 
May 7, 2011.  Media sponsors 
FOX28 and Sunny 101.5 did 
a fabulous job of informing  
the general public of this fun  
filled, health focused, family 
day of fun. 

This growing event provided a safe and fun environment for students, 
their families, and the community to participate in the 5K Run/Walk 
and 1-Mile Fun Walk.  The extensive health fair offered participants 
hands on, health related activities as well as a wide array of medical 
screenings including body mass index (BMI), blood sugar, and blood 
pressure.  Viewing an exhibit of two real lungs, healthy and diseased, 
continues to be a fascination among students as well as adults.  

The Summer Family Fitness Expo 
showcased 17 area businesses and  
organizations related to health, sports, 
and summer activities. Expo businesses 
included Warren Chiropractic, Memorial  
Children’s Hospital, Rockstar Kettlebell 
Gym and Penn Summer Camp sign-ups 
just to name a few.  

The Student Talent Showcase, featuring  
the Disney Dancers, Disney Recorder 
Crew, Elsie Rogers ROADS Dancers and 
the Discovery Archer Voices, was a  
favorite of many parents, grandparents,  
and other family members.  

Chris Karam, COO, Saint Joseph  
Regional Medical Center, receives  
presenting sponsor recognition from  
Char Speicher, PHMEF Executive 
Director

Warren Chiropractic

Disney Dancers in Talent Showcase
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2011 Silver Mile Success
The Silent Auction had over 70 terrific items including a cruise on 
Lake Michigan for six, full orthodontia services for one courtesy of 
Dr. Shawn R. Long, a Health & Lifestyles 1-year membership;  
3 bicycles and dental service certificates from Afdent Dental; golf for 
four at Knollwood Country Club; and Dr. Jeff Mader’s Zoom teeth 
whitening just to name a few. After a fun family day, many left with 
great bargains purchased at the Silent Auction.

The 1st Annual Silver Mile Robotics Invitational provided an  
opportunity for Penn freshmen and sophomore Robotics students to 
compete with Elkhart Christian Academy students. The invitational 
showcased how Penn is equipping students with critical thinking 
skills and preparing them for careers requiring science, technology, 
engineering and math. 

Silver Mile by the Numbers
n 603 5K participants
n 279 1 Mile fun walk participants
n More than 300 volunteers
n More than 2,600 participants
n Dance Dance Revolution (a $5,000 value) to Northpoint 
    Elementary School for highest participation
n $3,300 = $300 grants to 11 schools for their Physical Education
    programs

n $1,500 = award to Northpoint Elementary School for highest 
    Silver Mile attendance
n $240 = contribution to Penn’s freshmen Mini Silver Mile
n $2,945.71= 25% of coins collected for the Silver Mile given back
    to schools

Funding total:  $7,985.71
(The balance of Silver Mile funds raised are distributed to schools through grants and
specific program funding.)

    Silent Auction items
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2011 Silver Mile Success

Category	 Name	 Time
Male Overall 	 Requested anonymity          16:25 
		 – Age 18	
Female Overall	 Jillian Woods – Age 10		 20:46

Male Age Group:  1-7	 Walker Sjolin		 30:12
Female Age Group:  1-7	 Eva Henderson		 30:02

Male Age Group:  8-10	 Jonathan Harley		 21:20
Female Age Group:  8-10	 Chloe Foley		 26:21

Male Age Group:  11-12	 Chandler Neal		 20:45
Female Age Group:  11-12	 Kacey Wood		 22:49

Male Age Group:  13-14	 Drayton Blankenbaker		 18:55
Female Age Group:  13-14	 MacKenzie North		 21:39

Male Age Group:  15-18	 Brett Capescious		 17:35
Female Age Group:  15-18	 Holli Dobay		 23:29

Male Age Group:  19-29	 Michael Clements		 17:29
Female Age Group:  19-29	 Jessie Fox		 29:53

Male Age Group:  30-39	 Matt Gilmer		 18:45
Female Age Group:  30-39	 Allison Anderson		 22:30

Male Age Group:  40-49	 Jim Langfeldt		 18:45
Female Age Group:  40-49	 Kelly Ellsworth		 21:42

Male Age Group:  50-59	 Andrew Schnabel		 19:40
Female Age Group:  50-59	 Janet Lovett		 27:03

Male Age Group:  60-99	 Michael Lureman		 25:10
Female Age Group:  60-99	 Nan Monhaut		 28:05

5K Run for Education 1st Place Winners
Congratulations to all who completed the 5K Run for Education, especially the following 1st place winners!

5K Awards
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2011 Silver Mile Success
SILVER MILE SPONSORS  
AND DONORS

$15,000+
Saint Joseph Regional Medical Center

$5,000+
DEHCO, Inc/Cast Products*
FOX28-TV*
Shawn R. Long, D.D.S., P.C.*
Memorial Health System
P-H-M School Corporation*
PJ Marketing Services, Inc.*
Sunny 101.5 FM*

$2,000+
Prairie Vista Elementary School

$1,000+
AEP Indiana Michigan Power
Afdent*
Dick’s Sporting Goods*
Gibson Insurance Group
Hi-Tech/SMR Communications*
Horizon Elementary School
Meadow’s Edge Elementary School
Meijer
Memorial Health and Lifestyles*
Northpoint Elementary School
Sodexo

Walt Disney Elementary School

$500+
1st Source Bank
American Fidelity Assurance Company
Anthem Blue Cross & Blue Shield
Barnes & Thornburg, LLP
B & B Organic Express*
Burns Rent-Alls, Inc.*
Close Education
Crowe Horwath, LLP
Dick’s Sporting Goods*
Discovery Middle School
Donation Station*
Doubleday Office Products*
Elm Road Elementary School
Elsie Rogers Elementary School
Granger Business Association
Granger Gazette*
Growing Kids Learning Center
Inside Granger*
Kohl’s
Kryder Veterinary Clinic
Jeffery S. Mader, D.D.S.*
Martin’s Super Markets
Mary Frank Elementary School
McDonald’s Restaurants
Michiana Echo Soccer
Midwest Transit Equipment
Moran Elementary School

MutualBank
Peerless Midwest Inc.
Penn High School
Penn High School PTO
River Valley Church*
Schmucker Middle School
Jim and Julie Schwartz
South Bend Racquet Club*
South Bend Silver Hawks*
Teachers Credit Union
TransPar Group
U.S. Bank Corporate Trust Services
Warren Chiropractic Center
Wendy’s
YMCA of Michiana*
Barb Zappia Photography*
Zolman Tire

$250+
Bittersweet Elementary School
Cat’s Meow Cruises*
Campfire USA River Bend Council,  
     INC
Bipin and Linda Doshi
Fanning/Howey Assoc. Inc.
Fun-N-Fitness*
Granger Family Eyecare*
Chris and Nancy Hildebrandt
Juday Creek Golf Course*

Just Add H2O*
Landscapes Unlimited
Randy Leliaert Agency
Madison Elementary School
McDonald Physical Therapy
Michiana Echo Soccer
Morris Park Country Club*
Penn Booster Club INC.*
Rockstar Kettlebell Gym
Samaritan Counseling Center
South Bend Silver Hawks*
Strikes & Spares*

$100+
Aadams Party Rental*
Broadway Theatre League Of 
    South Bend, Inc.*
Courtyard By Marriott*
FrameIt!*
Granger Paths*
Grissom Middle School
Juday Creek Golf Course*
Drs. Kintner, Shearer and Rhinehart*
Knollwood Country Club*
Dan and Sara LaGambina-Lockwitz
Ryan McAffee Personal Trainer*
Papa Vino’s Italian Kitchen*
Pathfinders Advertising &  
    Marketing Group, Inc.
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2011 Silver Mile Success
Penn Band Boosters Club*
Penn Boys Track*
Penn Football*
Penn Girls Basketball*
Penn Girls Tennis
Penn Girls Track*
Penn Golf*
Penn High School Athletic  
    Department*
Pet Palace Resort & Spa*
Pinnacle Athletic Club*

South Bend Museum Of Art*
Southold Dance Theatre*
Superior Business Solutions
Tuesley, Hall & Konopa, LLP*
University Of Notre Dame*

20+
Albright’s Cycle and Fitness*
AM General*
Nicole Apperson*
Center for History*

Granger Hobby Stop*
Hacienda*
HealthWorks! Kids Museum*
Innovative Endurance*
Juday Creek Golf Course*
Let’s Spoon Frozen Yogurt*
Lucky Horse Equestrian Center*
Greg Mueller Althletic Trainer*
Outpost Sports*
Penn Girls Basketball*
Penn Tennis*

Radius Salon*
Doris Speicher*
Sports Clips*
Studebaker Museum*
Swiss Valley Ski & Snowboard Area*
The Museums At Washington  
    and Chapin*
Uptown Kitchen*
Valley Screen Process Co. Inc.*

* denotes in-kind donation
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P-H-M Education Foundation Donors

2010-2011 ANNUAL 
DRIVE

$2,000+
Marilyn Martin

$1,000+
AM General
Jim and Julie Schwartz

$500+
Chuck and Mary Dynes 
    Bueter
Robert and Karen Curtis
Garatoni Family Foundation
Gordman’s
Steve and Jane Hostetler
Alasdair MacIntyre
Dean and Char Speicher
Brian S. Sucharetza

$250+
Chris and Margie Collier
Jeff and Vickie Johnson 
Mathew and Rose  
    Kallookulangara 

Robert and Kathy Kania
Jerry and Donna Thacker
Brad and Marie Varner

$100+
Zubair and Nageen Ali
Gary Andrews
Mark and Tammy Andrews
Joe and Deborah Becraft
Larry and Judy Beehler
Donald Beery
Mayland and Mobashery, 
    Shahriar Chang
Don and Margo Chrise
Keith and Amy Chrise
Jim and Suzanne Cierzniak
Carl and Mary Clayton
Christopher and Kelly Craft
Don and Marni Cronk
F Moncrief Dobson
Phillip G Dotson
Frances Dwyer
David and Sharon Emery
Patrick and Starr, Laurie 
    Flynn
Shane and Jaye Galloway
Greg and Heather Hakanen

Jeffery Mader, DDS
Dean and Ann Mary Johnson
Doug and Lynn Kuehn
Dan and Sara LaGambina- 
    Lockwitz
Charles LeGuern
Jeff and Amy Mader
Peter and Wendy McCown
Thomas and Ruth Ann 
    Modi, Nina Meilstrup
Christopher and Darlene 
    Nowakowski
Rich and Maureen Nugent
Andrew and Donna Parker 
Michelle and Mike Peters
Joe and Elaine Putrich
Randy Leliaert Agency
James Schalliol
William and Paula Schneider
Dennis J. Schwartz
Donald and Nanette Sharpe
Joe and Nancy Sinnott 
James and Emily Thayer
Michael Thompson
Jim and Rikki Tuesley
James and Julianne Turner
David and Mary Tydgat

Scott and Sally Wisthuff

$50+
Wakim Aboukhaled
Edward and Naomi Anthony
Jerry and Judy Ash
K Bloch
Scott and Carrie Bowie
Chapman Environmental  
    Controls, Inc.
Dain and Cindy Crawford
Gregory and Renate  
    Crawford
Ardith Eby
Kay Garbaciak
Michael and Marina  
    Gekhtman
Teresa Gilbride
Kevin and Kimberly 
    Grunawalt
Timothy and Nancy Hellyer
Jerrod Hoeft
Sharon Hu
Chris and Michele Jurkaites
Michael Kempiak
Matt Krathwohl
James and Rebecca Larkin

Terri Lies
Lin Mallory
Tim and Rhonda Masters
Patrick and Sharon  
    McManus
Bruce Metzdorf
Wes and Karen Mills
Brian and Michelle  
    Milnamow
John and Linda Mitchell
James and Joyce Motter
Laura Myers
Mark and Ruth Noeldner
Craig and Charlotte Oswald
Walter and Margaret Parent
Carla Putrich
Pamela Putt
Jason Railton
Joseph and Julia Rieker
Gene and Nancy Schirmer
Jerry and Janet Scott
Soren and Cyndi Sofhauser
Wei Sun
Brian and Kristine Ullery
Akshay and Divya Waghray
Pat and Susan Warner

Contributions were received from the following groups and individuals between July 1, 2010, and June 30, 2011. Many thanks to the  
following who financially contribute to PHMEF to help fulfill our mission to support excellence in education in P-H-M schools.
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P-H-M Education Foundation Donors
$10+
Anonymous
Anonymous
Dave Askew
Eric and Joan Baca
Dane and Kimberly Badgero
Darnell Bailey
Maryann Bargellini
Debra Barnett
Chris Benson
Pete Beutley
Kenneth Biggins
Joanne Birdsell
Richard and Sandra Birk
Lawrence and Brenda
    Bogner
Carol Bowman
Patrick and Judy Bridges
Basharat Buchh
Steve and Jannifer Carroll
Teresa Carroll
Pat and Blair Chrenka
Bradley Citter 
Andrew and Kara Clark
Deborah and Laurence  
    Clements
Alexandra Corning
Clara Costello

Jim Cutrona
Joseph and Karen Derby
Patrick Dittrich
Mike and Lisa Domal
Michael and Crystelle 
    Emmert
Dave and Lisa Flowers
Robert and Deborah Fox
Robert Franken
James and Wava Furlong
Jerald and Jill Fussell
David and Kelly Ghyselinck
Anthony and Kerry Gianesi
Patricia Grooms
H. Neil and Bev Beisel
Mark and Michelle Hamilton
Raenelle Hamilton
Dave Hammer
Jim Hanley
Matthew and Kathleen  
    Harkness
Kami Hartstein
Michelle Heffelfinger
Debbi Hegyi
Fran Hegyi
Francis and Susan Higgins
Todd and Kim Hodson
Gerald and Ann Hogan

Mark and Raquel Holdgrafer
Tim and Tawnn Hoover
Joe and Holly Hosinski
Kurt and Betsy Hostetler
Susan Howell
Wayne Huang
David and Marsha Hudak
Laura Hudnall
Peter Hutchings
Brent and Lisa Inabnit
Joseph and Kelly Jaques
Sheila Jastrzembski
Mark and Kelly Jensen
Roberta Jordan
Ben and Linda Karasiak
Cynthia Karpovs
Thomas and Jane Keller
Ed and Karen Keve
Sheila Kish
Wanda Kouzoujian
Bob and Peggy Krok
Marty Kromkowski
Kurt and Kristy Kruggel
Gerald and Sara Kuker
Robert Lambert
Latimier Family
Steve and Diane Lau
Tim Leclercq

Larry and Laura Lehner
Delmar and Leann Leidy
Michael and Ann Lira
Sylvia Little
Michael and Kristin  
    Locognato
Jeff and DeeAnn Lovisa
Louis Macakanja
Ray and Becky Manderfeld
Clinton Marsh
Melinda Martz
John and Deborah Marysz
Mark and Peggy Mason
Anthony Mattucci
Douglas and Maureen  
    McCoige
Joe and Sandy McGee
Patti McNarney
Terry and Holly Minix
Martha Mitchell
Michael and Jayne Mitton
Bill and Missy Conboy 
    Mountford
Glenn and Deborah Mueller
Robert and Christina  
    Mulligan
Robert Murray
Dale and Susan Nagel

Christopher and Nancy Nash
Joseph and Michelle Nycum
Joseph and Ardith Opferman
Kevin O’Rear
Teri B. O’Rear
Dan and Peggy Orosz
Joe and Debbie Palkowitch
Stacey Parker
Patricia Paschke
Larry Portolese
Umberto and Mary Portolese
Sandra Potter
Patrick and Karen Powers
Christine Priebe
Debbie Pugia
Gary and Helen Quinn
Gena Reeder
James Regelean
Tony and Stephanie Rucano
Jody Rush
Stephen and Judy Samson
Steve and Angela Schaefer
David Schmid
Linda Schmitt
Steven and Kathy Schwier
Ed and Sherry Sheets
Larry and Kimberly Shreve
Amy and Joshua Shrout



P-H-M Education Foundation Donors 
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John Snyder
Scott Snyder
Linda Varga
Al Veldman
Ed and Kathy Verhamme
Bev Walker
Conley Yoakum

MEMORIALS
In Memory of Claralu Blake

Bob Blake

In Memory of Roy Bolen
Harvey and Mary Anne 
Hurst

In Memory of Michaela 
Dobski

P-H-M School Corporation
In Memory of Jackie  
Grabarek

Bailey Excavating
Bittersweet Elementary 
    School
Stephen and Amy Caurro
Barron Grabarek,
Eleanor Grabarek
William Grabarek
Steve and Jane Hostetler
Jeanette and Joseph 
    Jasinski
William Jasinski
Glenna Myers, Neil and 
    Darlene Seufert
Rebecca Smith

In Memory of Pinkney Carl 
Shaw

Grissom Sunshine  
Committee

In Memory of Bill Phillips
Harvey and Mary Anne 
Hurst

In Memory of James  
Reinholtz

Grissom Sunshine  
Committee

HONORS
In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
William L. Cozzi
        Pat  and Teresa Butler

In recognition of Jaye  
Galloway’s work on the 
Board and re-election

Steve and Lisa Gerber

In Honor of Mr. Bill Leather
Steven and Rebecca Hope

In Honor of Megan Maher, 
Class of 2011

George and Sue Ann 
Maher

In Honor of Evan Nayee
Marilyn Hardwick

In Honor of Nathan Douglas 
White

John and Carol White

 If we have omitted or spelled your name incorrectly,  
please accept our apology and call the PHMEF office at 574-254-2893.  

Thank you to all donors!
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2010-2011 Thank-A-Teacher Donors

Molly Adawi
Hiroko Akita
Mark and Anna Alber
Lijun Bai
Ruthie Balyee
Annie Bell-Maron
Mark and Katherine Bland
Erik and Lana Brenner
Renee Bulger
Judy Buzalski
Renee Carlson
Anne Cazemier
Brett Centilli
Yoon H Choi
Keith and Amy Chrise
Julie Clarke
Melanie Cloonan
Dennis and Annette Contat
Nicole Cox
Liz Day
Andy and Gina DeBartolo
Eric and Jen Deniger
Sarv and Kalyani Devaraj
Kristin Dickerson
Todd and Michelle Dies
Kejiao Ding
Traci DuVal
Olga Dwyer

Shane and Jaye Galloway
Gaetan and Marie Rose Gatete
Edward and Dana Gay
Debbie Grabowski
Cori Griggs
Jim and Rhonda Hanchar
Kuniko Hashimoto
Joyce Haverstock
Chu He
Patti Hoskins
Ching-Jye Hsieh
Steve and Tina Hunter
Lori Huntzinger
Kelly Jacks
Joseph and Stephanie
    Jakubowski
Margaret Jessop
Kevin and Mary Kahl
Vasudeva Kamath
Laban and Jennifer Kauffman
David and Ann Kline
Venkat Kotaru
Wanda Kouzoujian
Tina Kramer
Scott Kryder
Jeremy and Stephanie Kuskye
Dan and Sara LaGambina- 
    Lockwitz

Richard and Dana Latham
Jeff and Amy Layman
Marilynh Le
Seung Heon Lee
Delmar and Leann Leidy
Bruce and Linda Li
Gang and Xu, Jing Li
Qing Li
Franklin and Luz Lim
Chao Liu
Jeff and Amy Mader
Sadia Malik
Barb Mares
Christopher and Terri Mason
Kenata Matousova
Tadeusz and Elizabeth  
    Mazurek
Douglas and Maureen 
    McCoige
Greg and Laurie Mills
Ryan Mishler
Dave Mitchell
Joy Moehn
Tracy Moore
Sean Smith and Beth Morganti
Natalie Murphey
Laura Myers
Steve Nash

Laura Nayee
Lan Nguyen
Liz Nierzwicki
Sean and Lisa O’Connell
Dawn Ortiz
Susan Park-DeVries
Allen and Judith Pixley
Vladimir Plashuitse
David and Susan Riley
Eunyoe Ro
Amy Roberts
Amy Romanin
Clinton and Patricia Rose
Scott and Sandy Ruckert
John and Kellie Sade
Atsushi Sakatoku
Shawn and Jessica Saros
Bruce and Jennifer Schwartz
Sharon Serwatka
Donald and Nanette Sharpe
JiWook Shim
Natalia Shlapentokh
Amy and Joshua Shrout
Crystal Shu
Kamran Siddioui
Robert and Shelby Smyrl
Andrea Snyder
Ashok Sundaram

Michelle Taylor
Jenny Tobin
Jim and Renee Trybus
Vishal Turna
Mark and Elizabeth Urbanski
Andrew and Jill VandeWalle
Troy and Amy VanHoveln
Nino and Shari Vega
Barb Velasco
Akshay and Divya Waghray
Jing Yue Wang
Lucy Wang
Meng Song Wang
Jill Warfield-Ziegert
Paul and Cheri Wenzel
Patty Willaert
Diana Yan
Jing Yue Yang
Haiyan Yin
Yun Yu
AmyYuan
Guangjian Zhang
Linda Zhang
Hong Zhao
Ke-Hai Yuan and Yu Zhao
Teresa Zimney
Lynn Zolman
Tahani Zughayer

Thank-a-Teacher is a way to recognize and express gratitude to outstanding teachers, coaches, aides, administrators, secretaries, bus drivers or any other staff 
members who have made a difference in your child’s life. Donations are returned to the schools in the form of grants awarded by PHMEF to worthy programs 
and projects. Donation forms are available online at phmef.org/Thank-a-Teacher%20year-round.pdf or by calling the PHMEF office at 254-2893.



2010-2011 Honored Educators
Allison Anderson
Caelea Armstrong
Becky Bartlett
Cindy Batalis
Debbie Baughman
Megan Beron
Stephanie Betzer
Stephanie Black
Michelle Bogart
Michele Bortone
Michael Bowe
Vicki Bramer
Tim Braunsdorf
Merilee Britt
Sara Brown
Karen Bus Driver
Sue Campbell
Jane Carlson
Wendy Casey
Katherine Chester
Amy Chrise
Ingrid Christman
Mary Clark
Jennifer Cobb
Ashley Colborn
Barb Colburn
Kim Conley
Alecia Conrad

Todd Crist
Don  Cronk
Justin Crowder
Meg Csenar
Jennifer Curry
Mary Davison
Lavon Dean-Null
Peter DeKever
Debbie DeLaurelle
Tonya D’Haenens
Jenny Doms
Maureen	  Donat
Steve Dregits
Cathy Dudeck
Anna Elek
Charles Ferman
Christine Fisher
Julie Fleming
Charity Ford
Laura Frye
Cathi Gage
Cindy Gearheart Geizel
Jennifer Grannan
Charity Grimes-Ford
Deb Gurtner
Sara Hammond
Rachel Hammond
Natalie Hapke

Sheryll Harper
Mary Ann Hatch
Sheri Hedrick
Chad Hershberger
Meredith Hershberger
Becky Hill
Donna Hipsher
Karen Hlade
Phil Hoffman
Steve Hope
James Howard
Louise Hrybyk
Sharon Huys
Renee Johanson
Ree Johnson
Jeff Johnson
Shelly Jonik
Laura Kalil
Troy Kauffman
Keck Kaylor
Kaylor Keck
Mary Keller
Pat Kelly
Anna King
Cindy Kirby
Nancy Koontz
Marolyn Krauss
Lisa  Kreiger

Jennifer	 Krieger
Christine Kruk
Patty  Kuroski
Jim Langfeldt
Bonnie Laub
Stephen Lee
Susan Lestinsky
Kathy Locke
Chuck Losch
Conni Luger
Becky Lutkus
Helen Madick
Donna Maggart
Jennifer Mahoney
Coleen Manspeaker
Amy Matherly
Jennifer McCarthy
Jeremy McCaskill
Stephanie McElwrath
Jodi McGann
Laura McKenzie
Kevin McMillen
Camille McPhee
Julie Meiszberg
Kent Mikel
Janice Mills
Virginia Miltenberger
Paul Montbriand

Dick Moroni
Carrie Mumaw
Nancy Nash
Nancy Nimtz
Christine Nisley
Patrick O’Malley
Pam O’Neal
Jerry Parrish
Rod Pawlick
Kim Pawlowski
Peggy Peak
Elizabeth Peck
Tiffany Perry
Jason Pikuza
Rachel Pratt
Kimbell Reitz
Kristie Reynolds
Kristin Reynolds
John Rice
Sharon Richard
Becky Richhart
Susan Roberts
Melody Robertson
Linda Ruthig
Rose Rydzinski
Denise Sanders-Honaker
Judy Scarbeck
Barb Schalliol
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Congratulations to the following who have made a significant difference in the education and lives of students.



2010-2011 Honored Educators
Donna Schau
Audrey Schenkel
Gordon Schermer
Marline Schindewolf
Lindsay Schirripa
Amy Scoles
Darlene Seufert
Mindy Shenk
Patsy Sherer

Kathy Shreiner
Christie Sieber
Joe Sierzputowski
Sarah Sime
Linna Sommers
Dr. Lisa Soto-Kile
Chuck Sowders
Char Speicher
Dr. Dean Speicher

Cheryl Stuckey
Kendra Suddarth
Rita Szweda
Cindy Tachman
Becky Tagliaferri
Michelle Taylor
Donna Thacker
Dr. Jerry Thacker
Jane Tibbets

Heidi Tornquist
Keely Twibell
Julie Unrue
Dave VanOoteghem
Cheryl Vargo
Mary Beth Vredingburgh
Angie Wagley
Kim Walker
Anne Watts

Beverly Wesner
Lisa Wetzel
Lorraine White
Jan Whitten
Marcy Wiseman
Steve Wiseman
Deb Yoder
Katherine Ziege
Donna Zorn
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As part of PHMEF’s interest in fostering community support for 
public education, in addition to participating in annual events such 
as Silver Mile Health & Fitness Fairs, 5K Run for Education, Annual 
Drive, and Superintendent’s luncheon, following are other ways to 
support education for P-H-M students. 

Thank-a-Teacher
Recognize that special teacher, 
administrator, counselor, coach, 
aide, secretary, bus driver, 
janitor or any school employee 
who has made a positive impact 
on your life or the life of your 
child with a donation to the 
Thank-a-Teacher program. Your 
tax deductible donation will 
help fund grants that benefit the 
children of. A card with your 
personal message and recogni-
tion pin will be delivered to 
your honoree. Visit phmef.org 
to download the form.

New Education License Plate for 2011! 
The Garfield education license plate has been updated to READ ON 

INDIANA. By purchasing the education 
license plate and designating the P-H-M 
School Corporation, $18.75 goes directly 
to PHMEF to fund teacher grants and 
scholarships. Visit in.gov/bmv/2796.htm. 

Buy-a-Brick 
Purchase a 4”x8” brick for $65 or 8”x8” brick for $125 to recognize 

special teachers, graduating students, alumni 
classes, special birthdays, honor/memory or 
any reason you choose. Each brick will be 
engraved and installed as a permanent part of 
the Entrance to Excellence in front of door D 
at Penn High School.  Call 254-2893 or visit 
phmef.org and click on How You Can Help to 

download a form.  

Capital One Credit Card
Qualify for a special P-H-M Educational 
Foundation credit card through Capital 
One and they will donate $50 to PHMEF 
with your first purchase. In addition, 1% of 
every purchase made is donated to PHMEF 
to fund programs for P-H-M.  Apply at  
www.CardLabConnect.com/phmeducationalfoundation.  

INDIANA

A A9999
Indiana Department Of Education

“You were truly the inspiration 
that ignited Aubrey’s spark for 
learning!  Thank you for being 

an amazing teacher!”

“Thank you for helping me 
learn.  You are so nice.  You 

make me smile!”

“Thanks for being an awesome 
orchestra teacher!”

“Thanks for making a difference.  
We appreciate all that you do!”
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Ways to Support Excellence in Education
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Corporate Partners

Corporate Team Members

Join Us In Supporting Our Schools



2010-11 Board of Directors
Board Officers
Jeffery A. Johnson, Esq, 
President
May Oberfell Lorber

Margie Collier
President Elect
Community Representative

Jim Tuesley, Esq. - Secretary
BARNES & THORNBURG, LLP

Brian Archambeault   
Treasurer
Crowe Horwath

Board Members
Jody Bruetman
Community Representative

Teresa Butler
enlighten, LLC

Kirsten Campbell
Woodard Preschool

Teresa Carroll
P-H-M School Corporation

Amy Caurro
Community Representative

Bob Curtis
Healy Group
                                                                                                                                                      
Greg Hiatt, R.Ph.
Spectron mrc, LLC

Kim Hodson
Community Representative

Laurie Johnson
DLZ Indiana, LLC

Michele Jurkaites
Forum Representative

Bob Kania - Past President
Community Representative

Dan Lockwitz
Whirlpool Corporation

Amy Mader, Esq.
Community Representative

Paul Marsh
Teachers Credit Union

Maureen McCoige
Crowe Horwath LLP

Thomas Meilstrup
Lee Insurance Group

Dave Misener
Schmucker Middle School

Michelle Peters
Saint Joseph Regional Medical Center
 
Carla Putrich
Growing Kids Learning Center

Julie Schwartz 
Community Representative

Eric Seigel, Esq. - Past President
Tuesley Hall Konopa, LLP

Nancy Sinnott
YMCA of Michiana

Jan Spalding
RacePlayMichiana, LLC
 
Donna Thacker
Community Representative

Dr. Jerry Thacker 
P-H-M Superintendents

Jamie C. Woods, Esq.
Thorne-Grodnik, LLP

Mission Statement

Supporting Excellence In Education In P-H-M Schools

28



29

A Message from the Executive Director
Dear Friends of PHMEF,

The 2010-11 school year has been a year of  
celebration for PHMEF as we experienced our 
15th anniversary supporting educational  
opportunities for the students of the P-H-M 
School Corporation.  As the school year draws to 

a close, we continue to celebrate as PHMEF has set a banner year in 
providing the highest amount in financial support in a given year.  

From $2,462 in grants to teachers in 1996, over the years, the  
programs and amount of support have continually increased.  During 
the 2010-11 school year, a record total of $108,421 was given to  
support educational programs and student scholarships!

This success is attributed to many generous individuals as well as our 
largest corporate event sponsor Saint Joseph Regional Medical Center 
and Corporations for Education partners May Oberfell Lorber,  
Spectron, Laidig Industries, and Memorial Children’s Hospital; and 
corporate team members PNC Bank and Tuesley Hall Konopa.  
Memorial Children’s Hospital also sponsored Running is Elementary,  
a night of running education. The success is attributed also to the  
excellent “foundation” built by PHMEF’s founding board members 
and director. Teresa Carroll, Director of Communications for the school 
corporation, was the first foundation director at the helm in 1996. She 
was followed by Vicki Holaway, Kathy Hummer and Ann Simon.  

Since July 2007, it has been my honor and privilege to serve as  
executive director alongside board presidents Bob Kania, Julie 
Schwartz, Eric Seigel, and Jeff Johnson; the dedicated board members; 
many other volunteers; and Amy Chrise, Event Coordinator/Office 
Manager for PHMEF.  However, my husband, Dean, and I are  
embarking on the next chapter of our lives as we move to Arizona to 
be closer to our children.  

While my heart is heavy in leaving this wonderful organization and 
the many with whom I have had the pleasure to meet, I’m thrilled 
that Mari Linn Wise, has been chosen to lead PHMEF into the future.  
Prior to PHMEF, Mari Linn served as the Community Development 
Coordinator for The National MS Society. Previous to the MS Society, 
Mari Linn worked for 10 years in the newspaper industry as a designer 
at the Elkhart Truth and South Bend Tribune. Mari Linn is a member 
of the Junior League of South Bend, Inc., where she discovered her 
passion for the nonprofit sector.  

In closing, thanks to all who have supported PHMEF’s mission to  
support excellence in education in P-H-M schools. I know that  
this community will continue to rally in support of outstanding  
educational opportunities for children ─ our future.

With thanks and warmest regards,
 
Char Speicher



EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

Mari Linn M. Wise   Executive Director
Amy Chrise   Officer Manager/Event Coordinator

55900 Bittersweet Road   Mishawaka, Indiana 46545
(574) 254-2893   Fax: (574) 254-2808

Email: mlwise@phmef.org 
www.phmef.org




